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MARTIN SANDERS, PhD, RBP, CBSP 
 
Captain (CAPT) Martin Sanders, PhD, RBP, CBSP, is the Director 
of the Environmental Health Services Division for Federal 
Occupational Health (FOH), Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Administration (ASA).  CAPT Sanders is also the Director, 
Occupational Preparedness and Emergency Response for FOH 
and is responsible for directing national integrated disaster 
response activities. 
 
Prior to joining FOH, CAPT Sanders served as the Acting Director 
and Deputy Director for the Office of Health and Safety at CDC.  
He also served as a Biological Safety Officer and Chief of the 
Community Health Branch for the National Institutes of Health in 
Bethesda, Md.  He is a veteran of the U.S. Army where he served 

at both the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research and as Chief, Biological Threat Assessment for the 
520th Theater Army Medical Laboratory.  He also served as a field epidemiologist for the Maryland 
State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene where he led infectious disease outbreak 
investigations.   
 
Dr. Sanders is heavily involved in biosafety and biosecurity issues nationally and internationally.  He 
has traveled to numerous countries in support of biosafety and biosecurity activities. He was the 
executive steering committee overseeing the next edition of “Biosafety in Microbiological and 
Biomedical Laboratories,” the cornerstone document for biosafety guidance in the United States.  He 
was appointed to the Senior Advisory Panel for the International Council for the Life Sciences (ICLS) to 
oversee the development of international biosafety infrastructure in the former Soviet Union and the 
Middle East. He also served as co-director for the Laboratory Safety Graduate Program Development 
at the Emory University, Center for Public Health Preparedness. 
 
Dr. Sanders obtained his PhD from the Department of Immunology and Infectious Diseases at the 
Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Health and is a Certified Biological Safety 
Professional.  He obtained his BS in Zoology from the University of California, Davis. 
 
CAPT Sanders is the recipient of the US Public Health Service Field Medical Readiness Badge, the 
USPHS Outstanding Service Medal, US Army and USPHS Commendation medals, as well as 
numerous other citations from both services.  He was the Derek Dunn Memorial Scientist Officer of the 
Year in 2007.  


